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SDNP/18/04833/HOUS | Two and a half storey side extension and single storey rear 
extension following demolition of side car port |11 The Avenue Petersfield GU31 4JQ
 

Statement by Cllr James Deane

Petersfield Town Council & Rother Ward

Petersfield Town Council re-iterates its objection to this application. 
The proposed development does not make a positive contribution to 
the character of The Avenue, or the Conservation Area. It is harmful 
to the setting of nearby properties and the area of Special Housing 
Character. These are material considerations.

The Report to the Committee in summary suggests that all 
concerns have been ‘assessed’ and concludes that ‘in principle’ the 
application is acceptable. It is not acceptable.

It is hoped that the Committee have had the opportunity to visit the 
site. You do really have to stand in front of the properties involved 
to realistically assess the impact. One way or the other, it is highly 
likely that any decision taken this evening will result in a lasting 
impact and legacy for Petersfield. 

This application proposes an overbearing design which is 
completely out of character with the adjoining arts and craft 
properties of similar existing proportions. It has a negative impact 
on the character of the existing and adjoining properties and thus a 
harmful impact on the Petersfield Conservation Area.

Petersfield is a Market Town with a Neighbourhood Plan; it was the 
first in the National Park and one of the most comprehensive 
Neighbourhood Plans in a Protected Area anywhere in the Country. 
This Plan took over 4 years to produce. It was subject to extensive 
public consultation, extensive scrutiny by the SDNPA, and 
examination at a Public Hearing overseen by an Independent 
Examiner.  This led to a Local Referendum which conclusively 
supported the Plan.  

PTC accepts that not every minor nuance of a Neighbourhood Plan 
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can be afforded full compliance and planning is of course a 
balancing act between all relevant policies.  That said this 
application is far from a minor nuance as it fails to meet the very 
principles of not only the Community Vision but also 3 policies of 
the Built Environment Policies which state (and this is an 
extract):”The character, setting and context of the site in relation to 
its scale… will be taken in to account when determining proposals 
for planning permission”

Moreover an added issue is that of Heritage Listing proposals for 
this area. This was specifically addressed in the JCS process. May I 
draw your attention to paragraphs 4.1 and 4.2 and specifically Note 
10 which along with the NPPF supports the view of designated 
heritage being carefully considered (repeat carefully considered) 
and afforded considerable weight (repeat considerable weight). Not 
some or a little weight – considerable weight.

Equally, considerable weight should be attached the polices I have 
referred to in the Neighbourhood Plan which is statutory planning 
document

The Petersfield Neighbourhood Plan was created by the 
Community with the vision of maintaining its character whilst 
allowing the Town to develop. The Petersfield Town Council is 
remitted to ensure this Plan is delivered to maintain the vision for 
Petersfield and would urge Members not just to consider the 
Petersfield of today but also the Petersfield of tomorrow and refuse 
this application.


